


Principles for Successful Praying

Genesis 18:16-33



I. Abraham Prayed with a Sense of Urgency.

A. It was an urgent need – Sodom was going to be destroyed.

B. Our Prayers should be earnest and sincere.

James 5:17, Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed 
earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for 
three years and six months.



II. Abraham was Confident in His Prayer. (V. 25)

A. He dared to stand before the LORD and cry out to Him.

V. 23, “Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?

V.25, Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”

Hebrews 4:16, Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

1 John 5:14-15, Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that 
if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15And if we 
know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions that we have asked of Him.



B. What was the basis for his confidence?

Gen. 15:6, 

And he (Abraham) believed in the Lord, and He (God) accounted it to 
him for righteousness.



III. Abraham drew near to the Lord. (V.23)

- Abraham came near and said…

A. Before we ask great things, we must draw near to God.

James 4:8, Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you 
double-minded.

B. Where are you standing this morning?



IV. Abraham Prayed Persistently. 
A. He didn't stop with fifty.

Luke 11:5-8, “Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves;

6for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have 
nothing to set before him’; 7and he will answer from within and 
say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children 
are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you’?

8I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is 
his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give 
him as many as he needs. 



B. God is never annoyed by our praying too much.

Luke 11:9, “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.



V. Abraham was Humble in His prayer. (V. 27)

Then Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now, I who am but dust 
and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord:

A. Abraham Humbly asked & Acknowledged his Weakness. 

B. Abraham never sought to glorify himself.



VI. Abraham Assumed the 
Responsibility to Pray.

A. If Abraham didn't pray for Sodom, who would?

B. Now, the world don't even know that they need the 
Savior.



VII. When Abraham knew 
He was heard, He left.  

V33. So the Lord went His way as soon as He had finished speaking 
with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place. 

A. He left the results of his prayer to the Lord.

B. Oh, that we too would pray like Abraham did.

If Christians don't pray, who Will?



So let us lean to pray like Abraham
and submit to these principles of prayer.

1. Pray with a Sense of Urgency.

2. Be Confident in our Prayers.

3. Draw near to the Lord.

4. Pray Persistently.

5. Be Humble as we pray.

6. Assumed the Responsibility to Pray.

7. Know that we are heard and receive by faith.


